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D'O, weary of the care of an exchequer so empty
that even his skill and experience could find noth-
ing to steal, made himself the mouthpiece of the
discontent of the old courtiers of Henry III. " Un-
less the King could make up his mind to go bravely
to Mass he must expect the Catholics to mount
their horses and leave him/* Wherever he turned,
writes a fervent Calvinist, the King saw cold looks
and the hearts of his followers alienated from him.
Every hour he was warned of attempts to corrupt
the loyalty of the governors of his towns and castles.
He was so uncertain whom he might trust that he
surrounded himself with English troops.

On all sides he was plied with the same argu-
ments : by his mistress, who imagined that the Pope
might be induced to grant him a divorce, and who
urged the tranquil delights they might enjoy if he
were released from his perpetual anxieties and
alarms; by the envoys of the Italian princes, who
complained that they were in a false position, as the
friends of an excommunicated heretic, but that all
Italy, weary of the tyranny of Spain, would be the
ally of a Catholic king of France; by his own most
trusted advisers; and especially by the Huguenot
Sully, who pointed out the many advantages the
King might hope to gain by conforming to the
church of the majority of his people: the submission
of the moderate Leaguers and the satisfaction of his
Catholic partisans, the rude awakening of his cousins
from their ambitious dreams, his own safety and
ease, the termination of the misery and sufferings of
the country, nay, even the gain to the Protestants